
Keith Jones, Awendaw, South Carolina  

 
My history with the Belted Galloway breed 
began in 1997 when I started working for Sue 
and Gene Drew at Driftwood Plantation in 

Awendaw, South Carolina. My backstory is that I grew up on 
a cattle farm in Indiana raising Charolais cattle. We were a 
cow-calf operation, showing cattle, and marketing our 
breeding stock through many venues. I am also a Boilermaker 
and earned a degree in animal science at Purdue University.  
 
South Carolinaôs temperatures in the summer reach 100 
degrees, and humidity factors are usually well into the high 
90ôs which is a challenge. Combining those factors with the 
furry Scottish-bred Belted Galloway breed proved another 
challenge. Sue and Gene Drewôs dream to raise Belted 
Galloway cattle in the Deep South was solved, to a great 
extent, by incorporating a water system that provides clean 
water to canals, various sized ponds for cattle to access as 
needed, along with a simple sprinkler system set up in smaller 
enclosed areas around the handling facility.  
 
The Drews didnôt approach anything in a small way. 
Driftwood Belted Galloways became devoted to raising 
quality performance-tested beef cattle. Three hundred acres 
abutting the salt marsh comprise the grazing land. The cow 
herd grew to approximately 200 head of registered 
performance-tested Belted Galloways. We felt that producing 
new genetics was very important for the breed. Artificial 
insemination and finding good out-cross bulls were part of our 
program. We participated in all Belted Galloway sponsored 
sales, exhibited cattle throughout the United States, and 
devoted ourselves to Belted Galloway youth. We established 
an agreement with the UT-Martin to hold cow camps for 
youth, we hosted interns at the farm, and the Drewôs funded 
travel for youth to attend national events. To this day, 
Driftwood continues our semen, steer, and heifer youth 

projects.  
 
During the 2000ôs, I served on Council, and I was the leader 
of our youth organization, as known in those days, the Beltie 
Youth Group. My favorite memories are of those young 
people who were mentored to learn about the beef industry ï 
not just Belted Galloway cattle. I have been fortunate to be 
able to travel the United States, Canada, Scotland, New 
Zealand, and Australia to see Belted Galloway cattle. I also 
was honored with the opportunity to judge Belted Galloway 
cattle in Melbourne, Australia.  
 
Fast forward to 2018, and the legacy that Sue and Gene Drew 
provided has continued. My wife Pam and I own the 
Driftwood Plantation herd that now numbers nearly 60 head. 
We no longer show on a yearly basis, but develop potential 
show animals, breeding stock, bulls, and sell semen/embryos. 
We continue to graze the herd pretty much year-round. The 
herdôs diet consists of either green grazing through the regular 
growing season or planted grazing in the fall and winter 
months with supplemental hay. Feed is used to supplement the 
younger animalsô diets; the cattle are screened for potential 
diseases. We calfhood vaccinate all heifer calves as well as a 
semiannually update pertinent vaccines following our 
aggressive protocol.  
 
My interests, as I serve on Council today, continue in 
production management in the identification of those genetics 
that will allow a moderately-framed 1000- to 1100-pound 
Belted Galloway female to milk and use her body condition to 
wean a 500-pound calf. I also believe that DNA collection of 
Belted Galloway sires, and the opportunity to manage 
hypotrichosis in the Belted Galloway breed, are real tools to 
advance the breed. I have never made a dime doing anything 
else in my lifetime, other than raising cattle. The cattle 
business has given me the opportunity to meet many 
wonderful people!  
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Calendar Reminders 

 
WISCONSIN FARM TECHNOLOGY DAYS 
July 10-12, 2018. Marshfield, Wisconsin. Belted Galloway exhibit by Great 
Lakes Belted Galloway Association. Contact Terry or Karlyn Etheridge (715) 
835-4043 or tekcattle@yahoo.com. 
 
NEW ENGLAND GALLOWAY GROUP SUMMER MEETING 
July 15, 2018. Otokahe Farm, Jefferson, NH. Contact Dustin James 
info@newenglandgallowaygroup.com or (207) 491-5980. 
 
SKOWHEGAN STATE FAIR 
August 9-18, 2018. Skowhegan, ME. Contact Garrett Lambert at (207) 612-
8511 or skowheganstatefair.com. 
 
UNION FAIR/MAINE WILD BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL 
August 18-25, 2018. Union, ME. Contact the office at (207) 785-2978 or 
guiniridge@gmail.com. 
 
WINDSOR FAIR 
August 26-September 3, 2018. Windsor, ME. Contact the office at 
info@windsorfair.com. 
 
FARMINGTON FAIR 
September 16-22, 2018. Farmington, ME. Contact Neal Yeaton (207) 778-
6083. 
 
WORLD GALLOWAY CONGRESS 
September 28, 2018ðOctober 3, 2018. Melbourne, Australia. Registrations are 
open: wgcmelb2018@bigpond.com. 
 
GALLOWAYS AUSTRALIA 
October 5-October 16, 2018. Extended touring of farms and Australia 
following the World Galloway Congress. Colin McNeil, 
gallowayaustalia@gmail.com. 
 

RICHARD ANDERSON BELTED GALLOWAY SHOW 
September 12-16, 2018. Springfield, Massachusetts. Junior Show: September 
14 at 6 pm. Open Show: September 15 at 9 am. Contact Dustin James 
info@newenglandgallowaygroup.com or (207) 491-5980. Entry office at (413) 
205-5011 or agifo@thebige.com .  
 
WORLD BEEF EXPO 
September 28-30, 2018. Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Contact World Beef Expo 
(920) 479-0658 or info@worldbeefexpo.com. 
 
FRYEBURG FAIR 
September 30-October 7,2018. Fryeburg, Maine. Show: Tuesday, October 3 at 
9 am. Contact Randy Hall (207) 860-8431.Entry office at (413) 205-5011 
or agifo@thebige.com.  
 
THE BELTED GALLOWAY SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING 
November 13, 2018.  Louisville, Kentucky. Time and Location to be 
announced. Contact Dawson Masters (972) 465-0339 or 
dawson.masters@energytransfer.com. 
 
THE BELTED GALLOWAY PREMIUM SALE 
November 14, 2018.  Louisville, Kentucky. 5 pm. Live auction at New Market 
Hall at the North American International Livestock Exposition. Contact 
Dawson Masters (972) 465-0339 or dawson.masters@energytransfer.com. 
 
THE KATHI JURKOWSKI NATIONAL BELTED GALLOWAY JUNIOR 
ASSOCIATION SHOW 
November 14, 2018. Louisville, Kentucky. Morning Show to be announced at 
Broadbent Arena at the North American International Livestock Exposition. 
Cattle arrival Monday, November 12, 2018 from 8 am to 4 pm. Check-in 
Tuesday, November 13, 2018 from 10 amð3 pm. Contact Janie Tripp (601) 
754-3993 or mtripp11@yahoo.com. 
 
THE NATIONAL BELTED GALLOWAY OPEN SHOW 
November 15, 2018. Louisville, Kentucky. 8 am in Freedom Hall at the North American 
International Livestock Exposition. Cattle arrival Monday, November 12, 2018 from 8 am 
to 4 pm. Check-in Tuesday, November 13, 2018  from 10 am ð3 pm. Contact Dawson 
Masters (972) 465-0339 or dawson.masters@energytransfer.com. 

High 
Steaks  
Carcass 
Contest 
2019  

         
John Hamm,  
Wisconsin River 
Meats, Mauston, 
Wisconsin 
 
 
Get your steers ready! The High Steaks Carcass Contest will be 
held in conjunction with the 2019 GBLGA Field Days on June 
8-10, 2019. This event will be the second championship for 
Belted Galloway carcasses ever held. There will be two divi-
sion: Grain fed and Grass fed.  
 
We want to make sure this is a world-class event, so we are 
offering some serious cash awards. The prizes are $500 for first, 
$250 for second, and $125 for third, along with bragging rights 
within the Society. The event has sparked quite a bit of interest. 
The entry rules and forms are available on beltie.org under the 
Events Calendar or the GLBGA website in the upcoming 
events. (GLBGA reserves the right to prorate premiums based 
on the number of entries.)  
 
Entries should be postmarked by May 15, 2019. Entries are lim-
ited. Steer check-in will be on Monday, June 4, 2019, from 8 am 
to 5 pm, and Tuesday, June 5, 2019, from 7 am to 9 pm.  If you 
are coming or hauling in early, your beef can be held and rested 

at my farm, Wisconsin River Farm or one of several other 
GLBGA farms. 
 
Beef will be slaughtered on June 5th. On June 7th, the beeves 
will be evaluated by a UW Extension livestock specialist ac-
cording to meat industry standards. During the field day events, 
the beef carcasses will be available for viewing and the prizes 
awarded.  As part of the tour, Belted beef tasting will take place. 
 
ñIf I enter the contest what will I do with my beef?ò Contestants 
will have several options. Wisconsin River Meats can prepare 
your beef for you. If prior arrangements are made, Wisconsin 
River Meats will have your beef processed to your specifica-
tions, frozen and ready to go home with you on Sunday.  We 
will open our store on that day for you to pick up your beef. 
You also can leave it hang longer and pick it up at a later date. 
 
Another option if you act early, will be to market your steer to 
Wisconsin River Meats. Wisconsin River Meats will buy grain 
fed Belted steers that grade select or choice. We will pay for 
them at the Wisconsin market price for the hot hanging weight. 
You can call John at any time for current market prices. 
 
The High Steaks Carcass Contest will be on outstanding oppor-
tunity to see how your steers stack up against the best of our 
breed and a chance to make a name for yourself and your farm.  
This is a chance to earn some serious bragging rights as well as 
being an important part of our 2019 GLBGA Field Days.  
 
If you have any questions call or email me: 
john@wisconsinrivermeats.com or (608) 847-7413. If you are 
considering entering the carcass contest please, let us know 
right away. We are trying to get an idea of how many potential 
steers will be entered so we can make plans. 


